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President’s Message 

     This newsletter is filled with reports and photos and 
joyous exclamations of delight with our 50 Year 
Anniversary Celebration.  We owe the success of all our 
50 year commemorations primarily to our committee of 
Pat Maki, Ramona Gifford and David Champion.  Their 
work was thorough, well-organized, timely, appropriate 
and required immense effort, enthusiasm and 
dedication.  I am sure you will all readily agree that they 
did an extraordinary job.  Of course there was input and 
suggestions from our board members, particularly Lenita 
McCallum, whose knowledge of our chapter’s 
proceedings for most of the past 50 years provided the 
valuable information needed for the historical overview. 
     We have been talking about Musical Mosaic for such 
a long time, and now it is upon us.  The concert will be 
another masterful collage of musical styles and sounds.  I 
hope all of you plan to attend and bring friends and 
family to enjoy this amazing evening of music.  Our co-
chairs, Pat Harpole and Kathy Kerstein, are wizards at 
putting this show together.  They find the most 
exceptional, talented performers, many of whom are 
completely unfamiliar to us.  They plan a program of 
great variety with music for every taste…well almost… I 
don’t think they plan to have rap or hip hop or...  The two 
of them are perfectly organized and self-sufficient.  They 
know the work to be done, remember all the details, 
manage every aspect of the presentation and move 
forward without needing reminders or nudges from 
anyone.  Truly, two super organizers!!  
     Hardly had the lights dimmed the evening of Jan. 11 
when our team of VP’s, Pat Maki and Lenita, began 
planning Musica Primavera.  They had already been 
doing some groundwork and had established a theme, 
but there they were, taking definite steps to present 
another great event as much fun as it is profitable for our 
donation funds.  Circle your calendars now on May 16 
and plan to attend a Musica Primavera that reflects the 
imagination and creativity of our dedicated leaders. 
 
     

NEWSLETTER 
 

CALENDAR 

Musical Mosaic 
Friday, Feb. 6, - 7:30 PM 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
Corner of Crenshaw & Palos Verdes Dr. N 
 

Date Change 

March Board Meeting  

changed to Mar. 10 

 

Grant Applications 

Mar. 15 deadline   

Send to Ramona Gifford 

 

March 28 Chapter Meeting 

Please note this is a new idea.  It will be a 

luncheon meeting starting at noon at the 

home of Mary Feyk 

Collegiate members will enchant us with 

their performances and stories 

 

 

What's

New

With you?
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President’s Message Continued- 
 
 The Nominating Committee is now active to prepare the 
slate for our 2015-2016 Officers.  Please consider 
accepting the position if asked.  If you know of someone 
who would make a fine officer and may possibly be 
overlooked, please contact Mary Feyk or Beth Howell. 
     Thank you to everyone for your contributions to our 
chapter.  You are the reason we have been awarded 
Outstanding Alumni Chapter of the Year, seven times 
over these past 50 years!!  Keep it up and let’s keep 
moving forward with new inspiration, new ideas, new 
plans, and renewed commitment. 
 
With love for you and for music, 
Darlene 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential Members 

Please remember you will receive a Peet’s 

Coffee gift card if you bring a possible new 

member to one our events. 

 

Musical Mosaic  
February 6, 7:30 pm 

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 

 

This will be another great concert featuring 

award winning performers of the highest caliber 

and the Southland Chorus from one of our grant 

recipients, South High School.  The name 

describes the eclectic nature of the program 

with a variety of musical styles, instruments and 

performers.  Expenses are kept at a minimum 

and the musicians donate their services so that 

almost the entire cost of each ticket is used to 

fund grants for public school music programs.  If 

you sell more tickets than the number you were 

mailed, please contact David Champion and he 

will hold the tickets at will-call. 

 

Please remember to contact Kris Basua with the 

refreshments you plan to contribute. 

 

 

Musical Mosaic Advertisers 
 

These Advertisers have generously supported 

our fundraising efforts.  Be sure to look for 

these ads in the Musical Mosaic program and 

remember to patronize these companies and 

thank them for their support! 

 

Anna Randall – REMAX Estate Properties  

A & J Office Products 

David Cheatham, Public Accountant     

Amuse Music Center 

Nelson Dodge, Church Keyboard Center 

Swedish Car Clinic 

Kristian Widor, Morgan Stanley 

Medawar Jewelers 

Morey’s Music 

Bruce Stevens, Piano technician 

Robert Palmer, Attorney at Law     

Donna Phelan, Wells Fargo Advisors 

Beach Cities Orthopedics and Sports Medicine 

Peet’s Coffee 

  

           

Peet’s Coffee December Fundraiser 

Jan Bunker and Gail Mellert with Marilyn Horne 

at Peets Coffee entertaining the Christmas 

Crowds and raising funds for Mu Phi!   
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50 Year Anniversary Celebration Highlights 

It was 50 years ago at La Venta Inn that our Palos 

Verdes/South Bay Alumni Chapter was founded on Oct. 

18, 1964.   So many wonderful things have occurred since 

that memorable date.  Our chapter’s celebration on Jan. 

11, 2015, at La Venta Inn, was a magnificent and joyous 

tribute to our programs, projects and people, our 

accomplishments and awards over the years. 

 

We were extremely honored that Mu Phi International 

President, Rosemary Ames, attended and on behalf of 

the International Executive Board, congratulated our 

chapter on its successes and achievements.  Neeltje 

Gingerich, our chapter’s first president, was able to come 

from her home in Arizona to celebrate with us and share 

memories about the establishment of the chapter and its 

early years.  Helen Freeborn, who was a member of the 

Long Beach Chapter in 1964, was the installer.  Now a 

member of our chapter, she recalled that happy day 

when our chapter became official.  A few other members 

offered comments about their own special relationship 

with Mu Phi and the meaning it has held in their lives. 

 

Lenita McCallum gave a delightful slide show and 

commentary on our chapter’s history.  She even had 

pictures of the installation luncheon and program in 

1964.  Scrapbooks covering most of the 50 years were 

displayed where people could peruse them and recall the 

happy experiences they have enjoyed or look up friends 

from long ago and those who are no longer with us. 

 

The perfect capstone to the years of celebration was the 

performance by violinist, Jorge Ávila and collaborative 

pianist Kenner Bailey.  Jorge was the 2001 International 

Competition Winner and currently enjoys a very 

successful career in New York as a soloist, recitalist, 

concertmaster and chamber musician.  His performance 

was nothing short of sublime.  His artistry and technical 

mastery, gorgeous tone, sensitivity and passion swept us 

to the heights of joyous appreciation and enjoyment.  

 

Jorge sent back a message after receiving his thank you 

letter: “Thank you so much for your beautiful letter.  I will 

keep it and treasure it, as I will keep the most heartfelt 

and joyous of memories of my visit in January, and of 

being a part of the MPE Palos Verdes/South Bay 

Chapter's 50th anniversary celebration. 

The only thing I regret is not having had more time to 

spend with each and every one of your fabulous 

members; such a knowledgeable and discerning group of 

well-educated and intelligent individuals whose 

curiosities encompass more than just music.  I for one,do 

look forward to being back in the LA area soon, and when 

I am, I will let you all know of my whereabouts.  In 

conclusion, I thank you for having me visit and celebrate 

with you all in Palos Verdes.  I hold this MPE close and 

dear to my heart.”  

 

Here are some thoughts from Kenner Bailey about the 

evening:   “I am so grateful that the Mu Phi members 

enjoyed my contribution to the evening.  I must admit, 

the performance felt good to me too.  It was such a treat 

for me to play with Jorge.  There was a wonderful energy 

in the room that I will always remember.  I will always 

cherish this performance.” 

 

A message the day after the gala celebration from our 

member, Anli Tong, so eloquently describes the evening.  

“What an absolutely gorgeous evening it was! - the 

setting, the food, the glorious music, and most of all, the 

perfect beauty of an unmistakable camaraderie flowing 

out of genuine harmony among our members whose 

appreciation for one another was - for me - the most 

unforgettable picture embedded in my mind’s eye from 

last night” 

 

Preceding the Sunday gala, Jorge and Kenner performed 

at a salon for the Peninsula Symphony, co-sponsored by 

our chapter.  On Monday, the day after the gala, Jorge 

conducted a Masterclass at Mira Costa High School.   

 

Kudos, accolades and endless thanks to the 50 Year 

Celebration Committee, David Champion, Ramona 

Gifford and Pat Maki. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

Pat Maki needs a low-mileage used car.  Please 

contact her if you know of one. 
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Violinist Jorge Ávila and pianist Kenner Bailey 

 
Violinist Jorge Ávila delighting the audience 

 
Darlene Vlasek introducing the evening’s events 

 
International President Rosemary Ames congratulating 
our chapter on it’s 50th Anniversary  
 

 
 

 
Pearl Kim sharing what Mu Phi has meant to her 

 
Bozena Nakov creates a lovely mood for gathering guests 

 
                         Jim and Darlene Vlasek 

 
                        Julio Sequeira 
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PALOS VERDES/SOUTH BAY ALUMNI CHAPTER 

Golden Anniversary Commemorations 
 

2011 International Competition Winner, Yukiko Sekino, concert pianist 

 Feb. 28, 2013, Master Class at El Camino College 

 Feb. 28, 2013, Recital at Cal State, Dominguez Hills 

 Mar. 1, 2013, Recital at El Camino College 

 

Donations and Chapter Publicity 

 Full page ads in 2013-14 printed concert programs: 

  Beach Cities Symphony 

  Peninsula Symphony 

  Los Cancioneros Chorale 

 Donations to Cristina Jones, blind soprano, graduate of Cal State, Fullerton, continuing   

 education at Royal Academy of Music, London, England. 

 

2013-2014 Theme:  “The Way We Were” recalling the music, customs, styles, foods of the 1960’s 

 All the meetings and events reflected the theme in some measure throughout the    

 celebration year. 

 

Gala Chapter Celebration January 11, 2015, La Venta Inn, Palos Verdes Estates 

 Program by 2001 International Competition Winner, Jorge Ávila, concert violinist with   

 collaborative pianist, Kenner Bailey  

 International President, Rosemary Ames, honored guest, greeted and congratulated our chapter 

 Chapter’s first president, Neeltje Gingerich, guest attendee, recalled when chapter was founded 

 Chapter Installer, Helen Freeborn, shared memories of chapter’s installation  

 Chapter’s awards were reviewed 

 Members who have received international awards were acknowledged 

 Members who have served at the international level were recognized 

 Slide Show historical review prepared and presented by Lenita McCallum 

 Buffet Dinner:  Donations were made to subsidize members for whom the price was   

 unaffordable  

 

Jorge Ávila: Performance at Salon co-sponsored with Peninsula Symphony on Jan. 10 

         Presented Master Class at Mira Costa High School on Jan. 12. 
 


