
 

 

Behind Every Mu Phi There is a Story 
 

 

Our President of the Palos Verdes/South Bay Alumni Chapter, Lorna 

Katz, was a little busy composing, tweaking, and creating a wonderful 

concert at California State University Fullerton for November 12th.  You 

may still be able to watch a recording at this link: 

https://vimeo.com/event/2572084/2453472143 

We’ll let her expound on 
the accomplishment in next month’s 
newsletter.  Meanwhile, I captured a few 
pictures from the live-stream broadcast., 
on this page and the next.   
 
 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

November 28th, 2022 – Young Performers Showcase application 
due  

December 3rd, 2022 – YOUNG PERFORMER’S SHOWCASE, 3:00 
P.M., St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church 

December 6th, 2022 – newsletter deadline (send entries to 
teach2play@gmail.com) 

January 3rd, 2023 – newsletter deadline 

January 22nd, 2023 – Mu Phi Epsilon general meeting, TBA 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/event/2572084/2453472143
mailto:teach2play@gmail.com


A review from Darlene Vlasek 
 

For those of us who made the journey to Cal State Fullerton Saturday evening to attend 
Lorna's Master of Music/Composition 
recital, we were treated to a wonderful 
and ambitious program of Lorna's music. 
We enjoyed hearing lovely songs, 
chamber and choral music, a string 
quartet, and a musical tribute to Lorna's 
journeys and residences, each capturing 
the mood and character of the region. 
She even composed an avant-garde 
piece that was really just a soundscape, a 
feeling, an aural mood. We enjoyed all 
the pieces and felt so proud that Lorna is 
a member of our chapter. Our collective 
hats off to you, Lorna! 
 

MPE Yearbooks – If you did not get a yearbook at the first meeting and would 

like to have one in print, please contact monagee@cox.net.   

Update for your yearbook:  Alex Ramirez’s preferred email is alextenor92@gmail.com.   

 
 

YOUNG PERFORMERS SHOWCASE application is attached to this email.  

Deadline for applications is Nov. 28th, 2022.  The Showcase is scheduled for Saturday, 

December 3rd, 2022, at 3 PM, St. Peter’s by the Sea Presbyterian Church. 
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A diverse and exciting event awaits you as we move forward into 
2023. We are extremely grateful that, barring any sudden and 
dangerous flare ups with the viruses, we will present our Musical 
Mosaic LIVE on Feb. 4 starting at 4:00 PM at Rolling Hills United 
Methodist Church. It will also be live-streamed. Our program will 
be delightfully appealing to a wide range of musical preferences. 

Details are forthcoming shortly. In the meanwhile, we welcome additional sponsorships 
to provide honoraria for our performers. Those donations mean that we do not need to 
dip into proceeds from the concert to provide the entire amount we wish to pay our 
musicians. It is honorable and fair to offer a modest remuneration to each of our 
performers. We sincerely and gratefully accept whatever amount you would like to 
donate. Please send checks to our wonderful treasurer, David Champion, 229 15th 
Street, Manhattan Beach, CA, 90266-4603. Please write on the memo line "donation 
sponsorship MM." 
 
Thank you, 
Darlene Vlasek 
Chair, Musical Mosaic 
 

Membership Chair Anli Lin Tong appears in a film about her 

mentor Mieczyslaw Munz.  It was recently screened at Julliard in 

New York.  When it is available for public release, make a plan 

to see it!  Here is a review: 

Pianist Mieczyslaw Munz (1900-1976) was an acclaimed 

concert artist and teacher. His life, however, was tragically 

intertwined with some of the most famous people and 

events of the twentieth century. A true story of sacrifice, 

dedication, and ultimate triumph over tragedy, Munz: A 

Pianist’s Story offers an appealing and accessible insight into 

the classical pianist’s world and demonstrates the important legacy a teacher can 

leave for generations. 

Lenita McCallum Witherspoon is singing in the Maui Choral Arts 
Association’s Ring the Bells concert on December 11th.  Hawaii, 
anyone? 

 



During the pandemic and ever since, we’ve developed ways to connect through Zoom 
meetings.  Our October 23rd meeting no exception.  Being online enabled us to hear 
from people from a distance as well as be entertained by performers via video.  
 
 

Kurt Zeller, MPE International President, brought us his 

Founder’s Day message: 

Each year we remember the founding of Mu Phi Epsilon in Cincinnati 

on 13 November 1903.  Usually, we look backward, celebrating our rich 

heritage of achievements and experiences in music and friendship and 

focusing on a comfortable tradition of harmony.  This year, however, I’d 

like to remind us all that the creation of Mu Phi Epsilon was a profoundly 

radical act—one that our founders, Dr. Winthrop S. Sterling and his 

colleague Elizabeth Mathias, undertook not primarily intending to 

inaugurate a historical tradition upon which we now look back with pride 

but rather to look forward with hope and to change the future. 

In 1903 the fundamental rights of women were hotly debated all 

across the United States.  In no state could they vote for President and in 

only four could they vote in statewide elections.  Women were fighting for 

their economic and property rights, too; 1903 also was the year that the 

organization that became the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 

Union was founded.  In 1903 talented women encountered opposition and 

discrimination in seeking to enter any of the skilled professions as 

doctors, lawyers, clergy—or musicians.  They were not welcome in Dr. 

Sterling’s own professional fraternity. 

It was in this social context that Winthrop Sterling and Elizabeth 

Mathias founded Mu Phi Epsilon—to make opportunities for advancement 

and achievement available to musicians for whom the playing field was 

not level but was, instead, a decidedly uphill battle.  It was a distinctly 

forward-looking, and hopeful, vision of how broadening the bonds of 

music and friendship can increase harmony, and the rightness and 

wisdom of that vision have been demonstrated repeatedly in the ensuing 

119 years.  As we move toward our 120th anniversary, I encourage all of 

us in Mu Phi Epsilon to look around and ask ourselves, as our founders 

did, who else needs to be seen, heard and included in our journey 

forward? 

 

  



 

 

 

Shanice Aaron shared links of performances she 
shared during our meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqecdizyv2s&t=81
4s 
https://www.youtube.com/c/ShaniceAaronPianist 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhU7aIaa4iU&t=1
693s 
Kurt invited Shanice to apply as a performer for the next 
MPE convention.  What an honor! 
Later, Shanice wrote: 

Dear All, 
Thank you so much for inviting me to present my 
presentation on your Sunday afternoon. 
Hope you guys have a good Sunday and hope music 
heals us all. 
I enjoyed very much presenting. 
Thank you for the opportunity. 
Shanice 

https://m.youtube.com/c/ShaniceAaronPianist 

 

 

 

In Memoriam:  

 

• MPE member Dorothy Woodruff passed away in October. She had 

been active in our chapter until she retired to Arizona to be near her 

daughter Megan Asher. Many piano and harpsichord students will 

remember her.  

• Lois Tai’s mother passed away in Taiwan recently, at age 95. Our 

condolences to Lois. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhU7aIaa4iU&t=1693s
https://m.youtube.com/c/ShaniceAaronPianist

